
City of Santa Barbara 
MATERIAL EXEMPTION REQUEST FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

Dept___Parks___________ IPM Coordinator_____ Jazmin LeBlanc                   Phone __805-564-5513_      

Pesticide Applicator (employee or company) Name  ___Parks Division, Steve Biddle___Phone   805-564-5439__ 

Application Site__Cabrillo Ball Field___     Specific Location___ turfgrass__________________ 

Date(s) of Application____TBD during normally scheduled field closure period_Date of request__7/21/2022____ Product

Name        Change Up            Active Ingredient__MCPA, Floxypyr, Dicamba____________________ 

SpeedZone Southern                               2,4-D,  Mecoprop-p, Dcamba, Carfentrazone 

Number of Applications:   One-time  Other ____2 applications
_______________________________________________

 Type:   Emergency    Trial    
Other _____________________________________

Product type: Herbicide  X  Insecticide  Fungicide  Other ______________________________________

Application:  Ornamental Turf     X  Golf  Vector Control  Park Tree  Street Tree

 Right of Way  Vertebrate pest  Other ______________________________________

Is the pesticide on the Tiered Materials List?  No      Yes If yes, provide the Tier _________ 

If the pesticide is not on the Tiered Materials List, provide the following screening information.  See the IPM Strategy and 
the Tiered Materials List for instructions on screening the pesticide.  

EPA Reg #____228-445_____   Signal __Warning_____________    Estimated Tier __Yellow________ 

EPA Reg #        2217-835                          Caution                                                            Yellow 

Restricted  No      Yes/Describe _____________________________________________________________ 

P Waste __________ PBT __________    WA PBT __________    Persistent __________     Mobil __________ 

Cancer __________   Repro __________  Neuro __________       Endocrine __________ 

Bird __________           Fish __________     Bees __________         Wildlife __________  

 Attach product label and MSDS to this form.

Describe the pest problem. 

Weed growth of many kinds are outgrowing major portions of the kikuyu grass in these playing fields. In a normal low impact 
park setting, kikuyu grass can outcompete many of our weeds and other weeds can just be mowed. But kikuyu cannot hold 
up well to organized sports and especially groups that wear cleats. The intense use of the turf by sports teams creates a 
viscous cycle of injury to the grass and reduced health, which allows more and more establishment of weed cover and weed 
seed banks. 

These fields currently have high fluctuation of surface type and quality including bare areas, inconsistent surfaces, and 
some areas that are slippery where more broadleaf and clover are predominant. Low turf quality leads to field closures for 
renovations and unavailability of fields for the community. There are only 6 sports fields in the City parks system, so closures 
make a significant impact to many groups who rely on them. We have tried a number of different approaches in mechanical 
and cultural practices and at this point we believe we cannot overcome the challenges imposed by high wear to these sports 
fields without chemical weed control.  

Describe the management goals and objectives for this site.  

Our goal is to use low volumes of selective herbicides in fenced areato get close to a turf mixture surface that is consistent 
with softball, baseball, soccer, kickball, ultimate Frisbee and other programmed uses.  By mixing the limited selective 
herbicide applications with over-seeding, full renovations, and other beneficial cultural non-chemical programs, we believe 
we can achieve a much higher quality and safer play field.  
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City of Santa Barbara 
MATERIAL EXEMPTION REQUEST FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

What is the damage threshold for this pest at this site? 

10% coverage of playing surface by invasive weeds would be our desired threshold. 

Describe the monitoring of the pest and potential predators that was conducted and the control methods previously 
used at the site.  

Previously hand weeding was tried for 1 year with limited to no success. This was also very labor intensive and costly. There 
are no selective ‘green’ alternatives. This site is inspected at a minimum 1X per week and often 2-3 times per week.  

Describe how the product would be applied including frequency, concentration, and method of application. 

Change Up and SpeedZone Southern would be applied with a boom sprayer following label directions at a rate of 2 
pints/acre with two applications during field closure time.

What non-target impacts are anticipated? 

There are no anticipated non-target impacts. Target area would be only inside a fenced area with 6’ high fences. 

How does the use of this product help achieve the site management goals?  Note if this is curative or preventative. 

The site management goal for this site is to provide a consistent playing field that can be mowed to desired heights. This
turf should be mostly free of noxious weeds, healthy, and as dense as possible. This goal is both curative and 
preventative. In terms of curative management we are trying to reduce a major infestation of many invasive weed species 
to encourage and allow the transition to a majority turf-only field. In terms of preventative management, we hope to use a 
regular program of these 2 herbicides at a limited volume to keep weeds from going to seed and keep weeds down to a 
low level. We will also implement mechanical and cultural practices to prevent seed production.  

How will the effectiveness of this product be monitored? Include expected results and indicators of success. 

This site is walked by staff multiple times per week to check playing field, facilities, and irrigation needs. Checks will initially 
be daily to observe results for the first week and then go to a more normal 2 times per week inspection to monitor weed 
reduction and impacts to existing turf. Indicators of success include dying weeds and the spread of health, green grass.  

Describe site conditions, for example consider the following: restricted access, distance from a creek or body of 
water, degree of runoff, site is a pesticide-free zone, etc.  

The playing field areas are fenced and accessed through locked gates. No herbicides will be applied outside the fenced 
areas. For Cabrillo Ball Field, the nearest body of water is the Pacific Ocean with the closest location at 200 yards away.  
Foliar spray will only be applied under desirable conditions when there is no precipitation or high winds. No runoff to 
watersheds is anticipated and low volumes of active ingredients will be used.  

List alternatives considered, alternatives implemented and why they were eliminated. 

Hand weeding was tried for a 1 year period. This was unsuccessful due to size, types of weeks not controlled by hand 
picking and birds eating seeds and spreading them. This program was so costly it was not sustainable in the long term 
budget as well as yielding low control rates. Since turf grass is the desired species and there are currently no effective 
selective ‘green’ alternatives, this was not an option.  

Justification: describe why is applying this pesticide is the best solution and why a less-hazardous chemical, 
non-chemical option or taking no action is not feasible. 

Page 2 of 3 



Page 3 of 3 

City of Santa Barbara 
MATERIAL EXEMPTION REQUEST FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

Due to the nature of sports play, a near monocultural turf surface is the desired playing field for group and completive 
sports. We have up until this time tried to provide a quality playing surface with no chemicals and only cultural and 
mechanical controls. This has led to sports fields that were installed as a monoculture hybrid Bermuda to what our 
consultant called a weed salad. These fields have gone through multiple closures due to 30% or greater loss of any plant 
playing surface.  

We anticipate that the improvement of turf at these fields will ultimately save our department money open the sports field 
to more play on the calendar by improving durability and shorter closure periods. Future renovation and maintenance of 
the turf will be significantly helped by having less bare ground to start over and improved density, making recovery faster 
and of a higher quality. There will also be reduced competition with weeds that outgrow the turf and choke it out. 

Was outside expertise utilized?  No    X Yes / Describe 

Our in-house expertise includes two former Golf Course Superintendents, one former Golf Course Assistant 
Superintendent with experience totaling over 40 years. All 3 have CA/ DPR licenses for those periods. We also had in field 
consultations with experts from NuFarm agro, Corteva agro, and 2 sales representative from Sierra Pacific Turf Supply 
whose previous experience includes a tenure at UC Riverside turf program and consulting turf expert and former golf 
course Superintendent. We have utilized the vast field experience with turf and a strong emphasis on pursuing healthy soil 
and turf as our primary motivation to this proposed program of achieving a high quality sports field surface.  

Describe future plans to prevent using the chemical again. 

The product will be used as a trial to determine whether it may be valuable to use at other sites or on a programmatic 
basis for some athletic fields. As weed populations go down our goal is to transition to a 1.5 pint per acre rate or even
lower. We also plan to use more mechanical control methods such as verti-cutting and lowering mower heights when 
possible to cut off seed from weeds to prevent them being viable. To ultimately be successful, we will need to employ 
all of the above strategies in these challenging sites.  

Signatures___________________________________________   ___________________________________________ 
 Department IPM Coordinator                                        City IPM Coordinator 

Completed by the City of Santa Barbara Staff IPM Committee 

Vote Tally ____  Disposition:  Approved      Denied/Reason _______________________________________________

If approved, follow the attached best management practices. 

Comments: 

Completed by the IPM Advisory Committee 

Vote Tally ____  Disposition:  Approved      Denied/Reason _______________________________________________

If approved, follow the attached best management practices. 

Comments: 
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